[Imaging of the elbow joint with focused MRI. Part 1: examination techniques and sequences for bone and ligaments].
Imaging of the elbow joint places high demands on the quality of imaging due to the challenging anatomy and the sometimes subtle findings. For the diagnosis of periarticular soft tissues, ligamentous structures and in individual cases for fracture and tumor diagnosis, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is mostly groundbreaking and allows a reliable diagnosis in most cases. This review article discusses the complex imaging anatomy and anatomical variants of this joint and the most common osseous and ligamentous injuries of the elbow joint are presented. The typical MRI findings and indications are illustrated and discussed and possible pitfalls are pointed out. The various examination techniques and MRI sequences are also addressed.